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The joys of helping Chris Brown with manure plots! An
OMAFRA o-op student and a U of G staffer get down and dirty
spreading liquid hog manure by hand.
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Hi Everyone

By now most of us are into corn harvest and are likely being surprised by how wet it is. At home we are
drying corn down to put it into a high moisture corn silo. Not good!

We have had a busy session provincially as we have had a Regional Communication Needs Assessment done.
This has shown some areas for improvement and possibly will lead to better communication in the future. The
board also did a Strategic Planning Session, which will give us some ideas as to future direction. We have
hired a new lead for the Growing Your Farm Profits program. Mike Terpstra will be replacing Angela Leach
who will be spending more time with her family. The Canada Ontario Farm Stewardship program is still on
hold for the 2010 program year under the EFP program.

I hope everyone made it to the Outdoor Farm Show and more specifically to the OSCIA site. Cathy, Margaret
and their crew of helpers did a great job. The displays were great. Thanks to OMAFRA for their help and
input.

Have a successful and safe harvest ~ Gord

#7::567'<43>'394'076 @3ES5P147:@T7EO_"7"@E'0@"74:

It's Nov 16 as I write this and I have yet to stick the nose of the combine into the corn. Maybe this week, as
hand shelled samples indicate the moisture is finally near the 32% level that our local elevator will accept.
Recently I read an article about one family’s corn harvest in 1943 Maryland. A 7 year old got 10 cents per 50-
bushel load for driving the mules. His older brother was paid 10 cents per row for picking the two rows, which
the wagon tramped. Dad picked 4-6 rows beside the wagon, and of course this was all by hand. Those kids
thought the 2 row mounted picker that came a few years later was a miracle! Another article told of a
particularly late, and windy Nebraska harvest, where the farmer with an open 303 International combine,
wired together the storm windows from the house, on the operators platform to get some protection from the
elements. No matter what happens this harvest I'll neither be as cold or tired as those farmers were. Good luck
and be safe ~ Kevin

Upcoming Workshops
Greenhouse Gas Calculator (Holos) Testing Workshop
We would like to hold another regional Holos Testing Workshop in December or Early January.
Lunch will be provided. Please contact Cathy @ 519-463-9737 or cdibble@odyssey.on.ca to register.
Space is limited to 15 participants, so call early!

Environmental Farm Plan
Day 1 Day 2
Elgin/Middlesex
Oxford - Woodstock Jan 21, 930-3:00 Jan 28, 930-3:00
Please note: If you have approved projects under the Canada-Ontario Farm Stewardship
Program for 2009, please contact your local program rep to book a site visit ASAP.

Growing Your Farm Profits

Day 1 Day 2
Elgin Feb 15, 930-3:00 Feb 22, 930-3:00
Middlesesx Feb 4, 930-3:00 Feb 11, 930-3:00
Oxford Jan 21, 930-3:00 Jan 28, 930-3:00

To pre-register for any of these workshops contact:
Elgin/Middlesex ~ Margaret May elgin@ontariosoilcrop.org 519-287-5334
Oxford ~ Cathy Dibble oxford@ontariosoilcrop.org 519-463-9737

TVRSCIA page 2 @




| Middlesex News |

MIDDLESEX RAINFALL SUMMARY 2009

NAME ADDRESS TOTAL APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT
N. Stokman R. 7, Strathroy 532.0 128.2 89.8 99.8 78.8 76.8 58.6

H. Aukema R. 6, Strathroy 512.0 120.5 57.5 108.5 62.5 59.0 38.0 66.0
L. Whiting R. 5, Mt. Brydges 579.0 103.0 128.0 110.0 40.0 88.0 60.0 50.0
J. Robinson R. 5, Mt. Brydges 650.9 95.6 91.3 143.9 69.5 116.3 56.3 78.0
G. Richards 6879 Longwoods Rd. 589.0 85.0 114.0 131.0 50.0 98.0 56.0 55.0
G Cornelis R. 1, Ailsa Craig 471.5 88.0 100.0 97.0 40.0 335 41.0 72.0
E. Fox R. 5, Parkhill 475.0 124.0 37.0 100.0 58.0 72.0 41.0 43.0
W. Mollard R. 4, Parkhill 561.2 121.1 60.3 106.4 62.3 80.9 63.5 66.7
M. Robb R. 1, liderton 452.5 82.0 95.0 101.0 53.0 87.0 34.5

R. Heard Fanshawe Rd., London 679.0 136.5 155.0 91.5 88.5 94.5 46.0 67.0
G. Duynisveld |R. 3, liderton 697.5 157.0 142.0 129.0 65.0 75.0 52.0 77.5
D. Denys R. 8, Parkhill 646.5 87.0 134.5 108.5 89.5 79.5 59.5 88.0
F. Vanneste R. 2, Lucan 592.0 125.0 104.0 115.5 55.0 78.0 46.0 68.5
H. MacKellar |R. 2, Glencoe 527.0 73.0 48.0 119.0 73.0 97.0 53.0 64.0
C. McVicar R. 1, Newbury 504.5 83.0 40.5 93.5 81.5 88.5 48.0 69.5
B. Grieve R. 2, Dorchester 665.5 104.0 142.5 115.5 100.0 94.5 57.5 51.5
A. Brown R. 2, Belmont 647.0 80.5 154.0 92.0 110.0 88.5 56.0 66.0
A. White R22, London 675.0 116.0 80.0 145.0 108.0 91.0 57.0 78.0
D. Murray 4598 Murray Rd, London 415.0 100.0 57.0 103.0 51.0 57.0 47.0

R. Willemse R. 4, Parkhill 550.0 139.0 114.0 103.0 53.0 75.0 66.0

Average Rainfall 2009 572.2 107.4 97.2 110.7 69.4 81.5 51.8
TOWNSHIP AVERAGES TOTAL APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT
Adelaide 522.0 124.4 73.7 104.2 70.7 67.9 48.3

Caradoc 606.3 94.5 1111 128.3 53.2 100.8 57.4 61.0
NM/East Williams 502.6 111.0 65.8 101.1 534 62.1 48.5 60.6
Lobo 452.5 82.0 95.0 101.0 53.0 87.0 34.5

London 688.3 146.8 148.5 110.3 76.8 84.8 49.0 72.3
NM - McGillivray 619.3 106.0 119.3 112.0 72.3 78.8 52.8 78.3
Metcalfe 527.0 73.0 48.0 119.0 73.0 97.0 53.0 64.0
Mosa 504.5 83.0 40.5 93.5 81.5 88.5 48.0 69.5
N. Dorchester 656.3 92.3 148.3 103.8 105.0 91.5 56.8 58.8
London/Westminster 592.0 108.0 68.5 124.0 79.5 74.0 99.0

NM - West Williams 550.0 139.0 114.0 103.0 53.0 75.0 66.0

County Average 2009 567.1 102.1 91.9 109.7 71.8 83.2 54.7

10 YEAR SUMMARY OF MIDDLESSEX RAINFALL

Year TOTAL APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT
2008 566.0 29.7 77.7 95.3 92.0 84.8 122.1 71.2
2007 346.8 59.2 46.2 34.2 27.5 91.4 44.3 44.0
2006 683.1 52.4 72.8 53.0 152.2 81.4 115.0 156.3
2005 423.6 71.4 33.7 56.8 73.0 71.9 98.1 18.7
2004 492.6 34.0 164.1 68.9 82.2 60.5 18.6 64.3
2003 562.6 49.7 135.0 69.6 57.5 58.4 109.0 83.4
2002 413.0 84.4 88.6 52.9 62.2 10.8 70.3 43.8
2001 553.2 49.6 74.0 71.7 28.6 48.7 119.9 160.7
2000 669.0 60.3 43.0 181.6 130.1 82.4 119.6 52.0
1999 450.0 57.9 42.2 90.0 59.0 62.8 66.3 71.8
Average 516.0 54.9 77.7 77.4 76.4 65.3 88.3 76.6
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MIDDLESEX CROP HEAT UNIT STATIONS 2009

TOTAL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT.
Before May 10{ After May 10
N. Stokman 3059.0 131.0 342.0 637.0 725.0 764.0 591.0
H. Aukema 3141.0 135.0 336.0 636.0 728.0 770.0 601.0 70.0
J. Robinson 3127.0 138.0 344.0 634.0 719.0 767.0 591.0 72.0
G Cornelis 3373.0 144.0 382.0 708.0 772.0 817.0 606.0 88.0
E. Fox 3127.0 130.0 323.0 633.0 730.0 788.0 585.0 68.0
R. Heard 3012.0 112.0 324.0 620.0 691.0 734.0 572.0 71.0
G. Duynisveld 3156.0 135.0 342.0 647.0 720.0 778.0 603.0 66.0
D. Denys 3002.0 109.0 317.0 605.0 698.0 743.0 578.0 61.0
F. Vanneste 3211.0 135.0 322.0 615.0 741.0 756.0 705.0 72.0
H. Dodge 3125.0 131.0 326.0 648.0 728.0 769.0 596.0 58.0
H. MacKellar 3167.0 120.0 331.0 628.0 750.0 781.0 596.0 81.0
C. McVicar 2891.0 135.0 334.0 584.0 656.0 698.0 545.0 74.0
A. Brown 3054.0 122.0 319.0 635.0 679.0 760.0 577.0 84.0
B. Grieve 3122.0 115.0 331.0 642.0 723.0 758.0 597.0 71.0
R. Willemse 3254.0 151.0 380.0 666.0 777.0 814.0 617.0
AVERAGE 31214 128.0 336.9 635.9 722.5 766.5 597.3
TOWNSHIP AVE. Total Before May 10 | After May 10 JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT.
Adelaide 3100.0 133.0 339.0 636.5 726.5 767.0 596.0
Caradoc 3127.0 138.0 344.0 634.0 719.0 767.0 591.0 72.0
East Williams 3250.0 137.0 352.5 670.5 751.0 802.5 595.5 78.0
London 3084.0 123.5 333.0 633.5 705.5 756.0 587.5 68.5
McGillivray 3106.5 122.0 319.5 610.0 719.5 749.5 641.5 66.5
Metcalfe 3146.0 125.5 325.5 638.0 739.0 775.0 596.0 69.5
Mosa 2891.0 135.0 334.0 584.0 656.0 698.0 545.0 74.0
N. Dorchester 3088.0 118.5 325.0 638.5 701.0 759.0 587.0
West Williams 3254.0 151.0 380.0 666.0 777.0 814.0 617.0
10 YEAR SUMMARY OF MIDDLESEX CROP HEAT UNIT STATIONS
Average TOTAL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT
2008 3313 233 729 820 738 624 168
2007 3672 361 718 709 776 645 464
2006 3303 310 669 850 775 534 165
2005 3705 262 794 855 816 678 300
2004 3322 377 629 776 71 632 197
2003 3032 244 620 782 788 571 27
2002 3435 212 699 838 795 682 209
2001 3367 501 667 766 793 545 96
2000 3292 307 691 731 736 547 281
1999 3239 333 727 848 733 557 41
10 Year Ave 3368 314 694 797 766 601 195
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ESCIA Annual Meeting
Thursday January 14/10 at the Keystone Complex in Shedden
Coffee and exhibits at 9--speakers (to be announced) start at 9:30
Roast beef lunch is $15.

Oxford News http://oxfordscia.wordpress.com
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The Oxford Jr Farmers meets at 8:30 pm on the 2nd
Tuesday of every month at the Woodstock
OMAFRA Office. Social to follow at Kelsey’s. New
members are always welcome.

Workshops

Now Ava I Ia b I e For more information, contact
for Environmental Farm Plan Brad Ward @ 519-462-1537
and Growing Your Farm Profits or email golfclubs04@hotmail.com
canada_untarin Environmental Farm Pian (EFP) ..................................................................................................................................
Producers are invited to attend free EFP (Third Edition) @
! Workshops to learn more about best management
COUNTY/DISTRICT - OXFORD EFP
Town - WOODSTOCK
=l L} 7l 1 m 1

Day 1 - Wed., January 20, 2010 - 8:30 - 3:00 ~ [9=\385P>57'83>@E6'03"S<34T
Day 2 - Wed., January 27, 2010 - 9:30 - 3:00 With the current passion for buying local and the

K interests of producers and the three General Farm
Growing Your Farm Profits Organizations, it is time to launch an

Planning for Business Success Oxford Buy Local map.

Start the business planning process by attending this The map will highlight local farm gate businesses
two-day interactive workshop. You wilk that produce and sell farm products. The map will
» Assess business management practices . p u ? € . products. Lhe p .
« Determine priorities and key goals list specific information about each producer (i.e.
* Develop realistic action plans N name, location, seasonal availability and products
* Learn about cost-shars funding opportunities sold). A detailed Oxford County map showing all
COUNTY/DISTRICT - OXFORD roads will indicate the farm location and a reference
Town - WOODSTOCK to products grown on the farm that are available for
Day 1 - Thurs., January 21, 2010 - 9:30 - 3:00 sale.

Day 2 - Thurs., January 28, 2010 - 9:30 - 3:00

Call today to register!
0SCIA Program Representative

Cathy Dibble 519-463-9737

Email: cathy.dibble@ontariosoilcrop.org

We are presently in the beginning stages of the
map. At this time we are collecting information
from producers who wish to be on the map.
The map will be ready for release by
early April 2010. If you would like more
information, please contact the Buy Local

. D)
TR XL O . coordinator
C'anada SRS Sosiion z)— _ontarlo June Nussey at 519-485-2442
www.ontariosoilcrop.org email oxfordbuylocal@bell.net

Growing Forward, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.
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Will be held Tuesday Jan 12, 2010 at the Oxford Auditorium, Woodstock Fair Grounds.
Be sure to watch your mail between Christmas & New Year’s with details on scheduled speakers,
Feed Fair entry classes and deadlines, as well as your membership renewal if needed.

2009|0XFORD RAINFALL SUMMARY (recorded in mm)
May-Oct | To Oct

NAME RR |[ADDRESS Apr | May June July Aug Sept Oct Total'09 2008
David Arthur 4 |St Mary's 154 | 150 59 90 65 37 401 599
Jeff Dibble 2 |Drumbo 69 86 95 97 45 84 476 483
Gord Haley 1 |Otterville 107 74 87 142 33 74 517 603
Peter Johnson Ingersoll 94 93 46 131 47 411 453
John Landsell 2 |Thamesford 127 73 75 64 68 433 400
RM Matheson 3 |Embro 105 85 70 115 58 434 369
Caroline  |Orth 1 |Burgessville 122 142 118 202 42 100 727 535
Henry Van Dorp 1 |Woodstock 162 98 87 71 81 47 82 504 829
Ross Wilson 1 |Salford 136 87 71 81 47 82 504 829

HEAT UNITS

Dibble 179 632 722 746 521 196 2996 3282

Haley 243 639 697 763 590 205 3153 3327

Matheson 186 562 731 674 512 2665 3005

B

Courtesy of Kim DeKlein, OMAFRA Regional Information Coordinator,

Woodstock Resource Centre 537-8078  kim.deklein@ontatio.ca
Local OMAFRA News And Valerie Clark, OMAFRA Regional Information Coordinator,

London Resource Centre, 873-4070 valetie.clark@ontatio.ca

234567'2389:'@E'+B5C7:?754#f the Optimist Hall. +B5C7:?7547'+D@E7'+7>@E54W"EO54@3'+D@E7

We are excited to have keynote speakers Dr David [43T980@3Eb'OB7'035T'GB79hi% one-day

Combs from the University of Wisconsin and seminar will be held at the Shakespeare

Glenn Friesen from Manitoba Agriculture Food & Community Centre, 9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Cost

Rural Initiatives. Pre - registration is required; call is $20 if pre-registered by December 7th, with an

877-892-8663 or 519-986-1484 by November 27th. additional cost of $15/ person for people from the

Cost is just $35 and includes hot roast beef dinner same farm. To pre-register or for further

and conference proceedings. More information information contact Mary Van den Borre in the

will be posted on our website as it becomes Elora OMAFRA Resource Centre. 519-846-3392 or

available. http:/ /www.ontarioforagecouncil.com/ the Agricultural Information Contact Centre, 1-877-
424-1300

&A47=M/4987'254>74:'R77C Elmwood. Pre-

registration required. Complete event information [77<'+=>?3:@9>'M'H'3<'&- There will also be a

available by visiting research symposium on Friday afternoon at the

http:/ /www.greyagservices.ca/ grey-bruce- Turfgrass Centre.

farmers-week http:/ /www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/livestock/

events.html
1740@<@7T'43?'GT"@:34:'GEE95P'I3BE<74TEST '
Western Lamplighter Inn, London.
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What does a soil test report mean if you are not
adding synthetic fertilizers? Finding the Balance is
all about looking at test results with an eye on how
to balance each nutrient with others, what nutrient
levels are optimal in that balance and if and when
are organic amendments needed. There will be
class time to look at individual soil test results. The
is an Ecological Farmers' Association of Ontario
(EFAO) workshop that is sponsored by Elgin
County Nationa farmers Union. The presenter,
Ken Laing, has been farming in Elgin County for 30
years, with the past 20 years as an organic farmer.
Visit www.nfuontario.ca/elgin for registration
details.

*45E:?34050@3E'3<'13>?43>@:7T\@"7:038C'
Area dairy and beef producers are concerned that
policing of compromised cattle being transported
has increased. Low prices and the possibility of
having an animal dispatched at their expense is
creating anxiety over what might be considered
unacceptable for transportation. A decision tree has
been updated and is available from the Ontario
Farm Animal Council to help producers make the
right decision:

http:/ /www.ofac.org/pdf/Ontario %20Decision %2
OTree %20Cattle %20Sheep %20Goats %202009.pdf

\385P'233T'&3@E6#3c@P7'@E"EO54@3'
Ontario consumers will have the opportunity to
taste and discover more about great Ontario food
products available to them when the ‘“There’s No
Taste Like Home” Mobile Educational Trailer visits
their community. The trailer, outfitted with a fully
equipped kitchen, will be used to promote buy
local through cooking demonstrations and tasting
opportunities at industry, community and school
events across the province. You may have seen the
trailer catering the special events at the Outdoor
Farm Show. The Ontario Cattle Feeders’
Association developed and operates the trailer with
support from the Ontario Market Investment Fund
program. For more information around how your
community might access the “There’s No Taste Like
Home Mobile Educational Trailer contact OCFA at
519-539-6623, info@ontariocornfedbeef.com

TVRSCIA page 7

+5ET|PS5@E:"13>>9E@O="7"7P3?>7EO"29ET"
Administered by Ontario Community development
Futures Corporation,'Ge Sand Plains Community
Development Fund is an application-based
program to assist rural communities in the tobacco-
growing region of the Sand Plains region (counties
of Brant, Elgin, Middlesex, Norfolk and Oxford) to
transition to a non-tobacco based economy.
Support will be targeted to community-based
initiatives which support regional development,
attract and retain people and investment, and
stimulate business development and job creation.
The Fund has two separate components:
Community Development Support and Access to
Capital.

The Community Development Support component
provides non-repayable contributions to not-for-
profit projects designed to explore and develop
new and sustainable community and regional
development opportunities. The goal is to enhance
regional capacity to generate and support diverse
economic development activities in order to
achieve a sustainable, prosperous and diverse
economy driven by innovation. The following
groups are eligible: Community organizations,
Not-for-profit organizations, Co-operatives, Social
service institutions, Municipalities.

The goal of this component is to foster
entrepreneurship in the region by increasing the
availability of patient capital for small business
start-ups and expansions in priority sectors. Patient
capital provides flexible repayment terms
negotiated to encourage the long-term viability of
the borrower, amortized over 5 to 10 years at an
interest rate return at or below conventional
lending rates. The following groups are eligible:
Community organizations; Not-for-profit
organizations; Co-operatives; Social service
institutions; Business organizations; Municipalities;
and Private enterprise.

For more information contact The Sand Plains
Community Development Fund: 877-607-7263 (1-
877-607-SAND). (519) 688-7263 (SAND)
Info@Sandsplains.ca Application forms are
available at www.sandplains.ca."




Improving the Success of Red
Clover Establishment In Winter

Wheat?

by lan McDonald, Applied Research Coordina-
tor, OMAFRA and Dr Bill Deen, Crop Science,
University of Guelph

Successfully establishing red clover in winter wheat :

can sometimes be challenging. Red cloverin a
corn-soybeans-wheat rotation can provide tremen-
dous benefits. A good red clover stand can provide
a nitrogen credit to the following year’s corn crop of
70 Ibs/ac. Red clover also provides erosion control
and breaks compaction. The additional organic
matter provides improved nutrient status, water
holding capacity and many other benefits.

Current research by the University of Guelph, Brant
County Soil & Crop Improvement Association and
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Rural
Affairs is trying to answer the question of how to
establish red clover in winter wheat more consis-
tently. This has been well researched in the past,
but the solutions to the frequent poor results con-
tinue to elude us. Studies have looked at tillage,
seeding time, seeding rate, type of red clover, seed
treatments, drought and other factors.

Figure 1

Tillage

The Cropping Systems group at the University of
Guelph conducted a two year, 5 location study to
compare tillage systems ahead of wheat planting.
(Figure 1). Tillage treatments were:

+ no-till with soybean residue removed ahead of
wheat planting,

mouldboard plow,

no-till, and

disc.

Germination of red clover did not appear to be af-
fected by the production system (no-till vs tillage vs
previous crop residue removal). Non-uniform
stands of red clover resulted from plant death, not
a lack of emergence. The majority of stand loss
appeared to occur between wheat flowering and
harvest, regardless of the system. Better stands of
red clover were seen with the residue removal and
tillage treatments compared to the no-till alone.
These treatments of residue reduction through re-
moval or tillage may be reducing red clover preda-
tion by slugs or other insects. Tillage/residue re-
moval may be altering drought sensitivity. Sensitiv-
ity to drought may be affected by improved root
growth and establishment under residue removal
systems.

70

Impact of Tillage on Red Clover Counts

60

50

@ no-till residue removed

40
30
20
10 -

Counts (#/0.5m2)

m mouldboard plow

0O no-till

O disc

B

early heading

w heat harvest

Assessment Time

end of season

Time of Red Clover Seeding
Two red clover seeding methods were looked at:

+ early broadcasting (frost seeding) - usually mid-March
+ late broadcasting (when soil conditions allowed) — usually mid-April

(Figure 2)
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